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© A dispenser for bird food. 

© A dispenser for holding bird food has apertures which 
™y be opened and closed by pivotable perches 122. The 
bird food is prevented from escaping through the opened 
aperture by an internal cowl 140 and a ledge 129. In a 
modification (F,g. 8 not shown) the dispenser comprises 
relatively movable upper end lower sections (11. 12). 
movement apart of the two sections permits b.rdfood to fall 
through an aperture at the base of the upper section into e 
bird feeding area of the lower section. 
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A dispenser for bird food 

The present invention relates to dispensers, 
particular those for feeding birds. 

5 Many existing bird-feeders comprise a container with 
apertures in the side walls and a perch below each 
aperture. Bird seed or other food is poured into the 
container from a packet and the bird-feeder is hung on 

10 a branch etc in the garden. A bird lands on a perch 
and pecks food from the adjacent aperture. 

A disadvantage of such known bird-feeders is that the 
food must be transferred from the packet in which it is 
15 purchased to the bird-feeder itself. This is time- 
consuming and can involve the spillage of food * 
further disadvantage's that, once in use, the bird- 
feeder cannot be easily transported without causing 
spillage of the food. 

20 

!„ U.S. 3441002 there is disclosed a bird feed package 
converted feeder comprising a cardboard container 
having perforations which define a flap. The flap *.y 
be rcoved inwardly to leave an opening for the access of 
25 birds, and is held in this position by tabs bent out of 
the' side wall of the container. The flap serves to 
restrict the down flow of seed into the lower feeding 
portion. 
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«, closed a disposable feeder 
Tn n s 4233941 there is disclosed a 

in V.s. * car dboard container with a 

for birds comprising a caroDoar 

foiaable perch which can cover a small feeding 
aperture. The feeder contains a plastic bag of seed 
which is perforated adjacent to the aperture so as to 
the supply of seed. To open out the perch it is 
„eter the supply of ^ ^ ^ & 

neCeSS : ry the latch tab being detached if aesired. The 
° Pe :ri's the pulled down and the gussets formed by 
tabs te extended, rurther tabs are then engaged 
against the edges of respective openings. 

* „rdino to the present invention, there is provided a 
^rcompr^ 

to 

Zls adjacent the ^ ^^Z^LZ 
fcom the lower ea 9 rea ailY and repeatedly 



the aperture and 
aperture is uncovered 
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*= vho above arrangement is that the bird 
Rn advantage > of th above « ^ ^ , single 

f °°! Lor Lrthermore since the perch member is 
ZIZL heatedly Pivotable the aperture ma, be 
dosed immediately when desired, for ex ' » 

„.;.,... «• 
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opwardly extending ledge is preferably provided at 
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the lower edge of the aperture. This has the advantage 
of further restricting movement of the contents of the 
container. In particular it prevents bird food from 
flowing out on to the perch. It thus serves to prevent 
the food from becoming wet or from being blown away by 
the wind, in addition it means that the perch member 
can be pivoted to its closed position at any time 
without being hindered by an accumulation of bird food 
thereon; the need to- remove such food, which is 
time-consuming and wasteful, is avoided. 

A downwardly projecting portion is preferably provided 
at the upper edge of the aperture. This serves to 
provide a snap engagement for the perch member in its 
closed position. In addition the projecting portion 
prevents leakage of water into the dispenser when the 
perch member is closed. Furthermore it also restricts 
such leakage to a certain extent even when the perch 
member is open. 

The perch member preferably fits in a recess 
surrounding the aperture. This provides a flush 
arrangement and improved protection of the contents of 
the container from ingress of moisture etc. 

The dispenser preferably has a plurality of perch 
members. 

Preferred embodiments of the present invention will 
now be described, by way of example only, with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, of which : 

Figure 1 is a side view of a dispenser in accordance 
with a first embodiment of the present invention? 
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Flgut e 2 is an en* view of the dispenser of Figure 1, 
Fig nre 3 is . top view of the dispenser of Figure 1, 
5 Flgu re 4 is a sections! side view of the dispenser of 
Figure 1; 

Figo re S is a cotton view of the dispenser of Figure 1, 
„iew of a dispenser in accordance 

10 . :r : - - — ln a 

closed configuration; 

pigM e, is a side view of the dispenser of Figures in 
15 an open configuration; 

„ - fi a side sectional view of the dispenser of 
rare « -^ts open configuration with one perch 

folded out? 

20 Flg „re , is a top plan view of the dispenser of Figure 
6; and 

Figo relO is a hottc plan view of the dispenser of 
25 Figure 6. 

^ -ho drawings, the dispenser in 
R eferring now to the draw ■ ^ . 

sccCrdance with tb f > ^ 

container 110 whicn is taoering bottom 

30 which is .-rail, rectangular w ith a taper , ^ 
portion. The contaxner courses tw 
whl ch are fitted together V^-- ^ 
location bosses 111- ri flofine a track 

u. — - °\rs\ 0 ri ; "vided u «- 

35 113 therebetween. Small slots 114 
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end-wall portions of the ribs. At the top of the 
container in use, a pivotable handle 115 is provided to 
suspend the container. The handle pivots engage in 
holes 118 of the container. When not required the 
handle 115 is held down in its flat position, as shown 
in Pig. 4, by means of studs 116 on the body moulding. 
Also at the top of the container the ribs 112 are 
shaped to form wings 117, see Figure 3. 

The upper side faces 120 of the container, constitute 
display panels for the attachment of labels bearing 
instructions for use, advertising and/or other matter. 

At the bottom of the container each end is provided 
with a pivotable perch 122, which moves between a first 
position (shown in full line at the left of Figure 4) 
in which it closes a feeding aperture in the end of the 
container, and a second .position (shown in broken line 
at the left of Figure 4) in which it extends 
perpendicularly to the container. The perch at the 
right-hand side of Figure 4 has been omitted. The free 
end of the perch 122 has a stud 123 which snaps into a 
corresponding recess 124 of the container to hold the' 
perch in its closed position. Immediately above each 
perch 122 the end wall of the container is provided 
with a further recess 124'. This forms a shallow 
sloping slipway to enable the finger of the user to 
prise out the perch into its open position The perch 
has pivot pins which engage in holes 127 of the side of 
, the container. Between the pivot pins, the edge of the 
perch has a slot 126 which engages in a snap-fit manner 
with pips or a rib on the main moulding to hold the 
perch in its open position. 

5 The bottom wall of the container adjacent pivot holes 
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a ledge 129. 

wall of the container has a filler hole 130 
Zrr^oZ t a hung 1,1. retainea therein h, « 
internal wall 132 of the container. 

provided a cowl x conte nts of the contaxner, 

the oppoexte side wall - P ^ perch „, 

. :r;i::ier:;errri a at - - 

Figure 4 has been omittea. 

„f each side wall of the container is 
1118 "en W "ith an elongatea recess 13, which .« carr, 
20 riaea'll-rin, giving aetails of the „anufacturer. 

h „ oI the t,wo halves of the container 110 
A£t er «— bl J "* conta iner is invertea ana 

with the perches 122. t fmet 
f illea with hira fooo e ^J^'j-. length of 
» hole 130. Bun, ,13 1- ^ oontainer along 

aahesive tape 140 18 f' 0 Bandle 119 is then 

t „e entire length of track 1 ^ 
fittea to the container. The cap 
seal for the container ana weatherproof mg. 

30 . , net is sola in this ton. At this stage the 

Th e « n " inet s l e S r ; e as a ha naie auring transport ana 
"ZZ: sincere container is ne wer at this part 
than at the part adjacent to handle 115. 
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The stability of the container is ensured by support 
wings 117 of the ribs 112. The wings prevent rocking 
^container and the possibility of it falling over 
when it is desired to use the dispenser, it s inverted 
and the adhesive tape 140 is removed, at least from 
over the perches 122. The slots 114 serve to indicate 
the locations at which the tape should be cut, e.g. 
' with the user's finger nail. The perches 122 are then 
pivoted open. Cowls 140 and ledges 129 restrict the 
loss of bird food during this operation. As birds eat 
the food at the bottom it is replenished by gravity. 
«hen the container is empty it may be replenished by 
temporarily closing the perches and removing bung 131. 
Alternatively the container may be arranged to be 
15 disposable. 

An advantage of this embodiment is that it permits the 
contents to be sold in and dispensed from the same 
container. In addition perches 122 may be opened or 
20 closed as and when desired. 

in a modification the perches and the bun, are moulded 
with the hinges as one moulding. Alternatively the bung 
may be omitted, with adhesive tape 140 serving to cover 
25 ■ the filler hole 130. In this case it is important that 
2 tape is not removed from the filler hole during 
use, and the slots formed between the bottom wall of 
the container and the pivoted ends of the perches 
constitute limit guides for the removal of the tape 
30 similar to slots 114. 

In another modification the upper end of each perch 
member 122 is slightly shorter and engages behind the 
lower edge of a projecting portion (not shown, which 
extends vertically downwardly from the upper edge of 
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-he aperture. This portion, which is similar to portion 
' « of the second embodiment described below, also 
serves to prevent water entering the dispenser. 

referring now to Figures 6 tolO. the dispenser in 
accordance with the second embodiment comprises . 
g enerally cylindrical container 10 comprising an upper 
section 11 and an inter-fitting lower section 12, both 
Tt P astics material. « its top region 20 section 11 
,« Is provided with a handle 13 by means of which the 
10 :!sp nser may be carried or suspended Below ha dX 
13 the section 11 comprises a cylindrical region IS. 
th e junction 14 between regions 20 and 15 being 
sll ghtly undercut. Below region 15 » • 
15 recessed cylindrical region 16, see Figs 7 and 8 At 
1 two diametrically-opposed positions, region 16 is 
^ovided with a generally 2-shaped recessed tree, or 
Troove 18 Fig.7. each 
. ci rcumferentially-extending part 18a, an 
,o axially-extending part 18b, and a lower 
20 "rcumferentially-extending part (not shown. Portions 
X9 aefine the lower walls of the lower 
oircumf erentially-extending parts. Below portion. 19 
there is a further cylindrical region 21. At the 
ZIL of region 21 are located four 

spaced studs 22 which serve to provide a snug fit with 
Tower section 12 and to eliminate rocKing between 
sections 11 and 12. 

B elo« region 21 a frusto-conical region 24 terminates 
in an aperture 25 having a cylindrical wall 26. The 
region 24 constitutes internal baffle means of this 
embod iment . 

The lower section 12 of the dispenser comprises a 
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cylindrical main wall region 30. Above this is a 
• narrow slightly recessed cylindrical region 31. At two 
diametrically-opposed positions, the radially inner 
surface of region 31 is provided with catch means in 
5 the form of a retaining dog 33. 

Below dogs 33, and also at the two circumferential 
positions midway between the two dogs (ie at 90° 
relative thereto) the region 30 has four recesses 34. 

10 At each of these positions the lower section has a 
radially inner wall 35 with a feeding aperture 36. A 
perch 37 is pivotable about a pivot 39 at the bottom of 
each recess 34. In its first closed position (see the 
left-hand side of Figure 8) it occupies recess 34 and 

15 closes feeding aperture 36. In its second open 
position (see the right-hand side of Pigure 8), the 
perch permits access to the interior of the container. 

Each perch terminates in a nose 38 which, in the closed 
20 configuration, is arranged to snap behind a projecting 
portion 49 at the top of each recess 34. Portions 49 
also serve to prevent water entering the dispenser when 
, the perches 37 are closed. 

25 The bottom of the lower section 12 is N closed by an 
annular region 40, having drain holes 41, and a 
generally-conical region 4 2, having a ledge 43 
supporting a sealing ring 44. 

30 When the dispenser is in its closed configuration a 
small gap 50, Figure 6, is formed between region 15 of 
upper section 11 and region 31 of lower section 12. 
When the dispenser is sold regions 15 and 31 are 
covered by a label 51 which is adhered to these 

35 regions. Label 51 carries a display, instructions for 
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use. advertising and/or other matter. The exact 
positioning of label 51 is facilitated by the undercut 
It junction 14 and the ledge forced between the regions 
30 and 31 of section 12. I.abel 51 carries a score ^ line 
52 lying over the gap 50. The score line can be 
supplemented or replaced by a line of perforations. 

The dispenser is sold with the upper section 11 
containing bira-seed or other food and U , put into 
operation as follows. A knife or other sharp 
• Instrument is drawn along the score line 52 usin^the 
g ap 50 as a guide. This permits the sections 11 and 12 
to move relatively to each other. Section 12 is then 
Listed slightly relative, to section 11 so "at each 
! ,s slides from the closed end of part 18a of its 
rsp^iv" groove 18. When the dog reaches the right 
1 a of the groove, as seen in Figure 7. it can 

/hen slide down 'part 18b of the groove and limited 
Native axial movement apart of sections 11 and 12 can 
oe effected. When the dog reaches the bottom of part 
18b , a further slight relative twist 
ifand 12 in the same direction causes dog 33 to slide 
along the lower circumferential part (not shown) of 
along the lo position of the ao gs 33. further 

groove 18. m wis f 
25 relative axial movement of sections 11 and 12 

prevented . 

. when the dispenser is in its closed configuration 

conical region 42. with the assistance of sealing ring 

conical regx the bott0 m of upper 

30 lection 11 "eventing the escape of the contents 

ton-rerVirLough the ^rture . . - ^ 
35 indicated generally by dashed lines 55, Figure 
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are at approximately 35° to the horizontal. As birds 
eat the food, further food replaces it from section 11 
under the effect of gravity. 

The perches 37 are then folded out into their 
horizontal positions and the dispenser is immediately 
ready for suspension at a convenient location by means 
of handle 13. 

If at any time it is desired to prevent access to the 
bird-food, or to protect the bird-food in inclement 
weather, perches 37 are simply folded back into their 
closed position. 

The dispenser may be replenished as follows: 

First of all dogs 33 are bent outwardly to remove them 
from grooves 18, and sections 11 and 12 are then 
completely separated. Upper section 11 is then 
inverted and filled with seed. Lower section 12 is 
then repositioned on section 11 with dogs 33 lying in 
groove parts 18a so that the dispenser is in its' closed 
configuration. The dispenser is then re-inverted into 
its normal disposition and then re-opened as described 
above. 

At any stage during use, the dispenser can be 
conveniently packed or stored simply by returning it to 
its compact closed configuration. 

As with the first embodiment, an advantage of the above 
. described arrangement is that it permits bird seed or 
other food to be sold in and dispensed from the same 
container. The relatively movable lower section 12 
permits the dispenser .to be converted in a simple 



0104766 



12 



10 



15 



manner from a compact, arrangement for storage and 
transport purposes to a configuration in which bird 
seed or other food is automatically and continuously 
correctly dispensed. 

Perches 37 have the alternative advantageous function 
when desired, of closing the container and preventing 
access to the food. 

in a modification, top region 20 is constructed as a 
separate lid member for ease of replenishment. In a 
further alternative/the sections 11 and 12 cannot be 
completely separated; in this case the dispenser is 
arranged to be disposable after use. 

If desired the lower part of Z-shaped groove 18 may be 
omitted, so that the groove has the form of an inverted 
letter * L ' . 

20 Both of the dispenses may be sold containing bird-seed 
" or other food suitable for birds. Alternatively they 
can be sold containing food for small animals, in such 
a case the perches 37, 122 would serve instead as 
approach ramps to the food. It is further envisaged 
25 that the dispensers could be filled with food for 
humans, for example they could constitute a salt-pig 
_ for dispensing saU, while preventing the stored salt 
from becoming moist. Alternatively, the dispensers 
could be filled with other particulate substances such 
30 as soap powder. 

Although the sections have been described as being of 
plastics material, they could be made wholly or partly 
of any other suitable material, such as a non- 
35 corrodable metal. 
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Claims 

1. A dispenser comprising a container (110,10) for 
holding bird food and having an aperture at a lower 
portion thereof for acce'ss to the bird food therein, an 
internal baffle means (140,24) adjacent the aperture to 
restrict movement of the contents of the container, and 
a perch member (122,37) extending from the lower edge 
of the aperture, characterised in that the perch member 
(122,37) is readily and repeatedly pivotable between a 
first position in which it closes the aperture and a 
second position in which the aperture is uncovered. 

2. • A dispenser according to claim 1 wherein an 
upwardly extending ledge (129) is provided at the lower 
edge of the aperture. 

3. A dispenser according to claim 1 or 2 wherein a 
downwardly projecting portion (49) is provided at the 
upper edge of the aperture. 

4. A dispenser according to any preceding claim 
wherein the perch member (122,37) fits in a recess (34) 

' surrounding the aperture. 

5. A dispenser according to any preceding claim 
wherein the container (10) comprises relatively movable 
upper and lower sections (11,12) which are movable 
apart to open an aperture (25) in the bottom of the 
upper section. 
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6. A dispenser according to claim 5 wherein one of 
the container sections (11) has a plurality of Z- shaped 
grooves (18) and the other container section (12) has a 
corresponding plurality of dog members (33) which 
engage in the grooves to guide the movement apart of 
the sections. 
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FIG. 10 
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